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This month, Making-It-Home scored another home run. The non-profit organization,  

founded by Cynthia Massarky in 2014, made an enormous difference to a group of  

homeless people who had lost their dream of independent living.    

 

 

Making-It-Home is part of the Bergen Volunteer Center, a public/private initiative  

that delivers donated home furnishings to low-income and formerly homeless people, 



veterans and people with disabilities who are leaving emergency shelters and moving  

to new apartments throughout Bergen County.   

 

On October 10, Making-It-Home debuted 14 apartments that they had designed and 

furnished for disabled veterans in Emerson. The apartment complex is located behind 

American Legion Post 269 on Main Street in Emerson and all the one bedroom units 

are in move-in condition and have amenities such as flat screen TVs and DVD players.   

 

 

Making-It-Home undertook the project in partnership with the Housing Development 

Corporation of Bergen County, the non-profit development arm of the Housing 

Authority of Bergen County. The project was funded by the New Jersey Housing 

Mortgage Finance Agency’s Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery 

program; the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Home Investment 

Partnerships Program, and HDC equity.  

 

 

The land for the project was donated by American Legion Post 269 Emerson.  

The Housing Authority of Bergen County awarded project based rental assistance  

to all units and is the project’s property manager. Supportive services are provided  

to all residents by Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Newark. 

 

In addition to designing and furnishing all 14 apartments, Making-It-Home also   

initiated a fundraising campaign to generate financial and product donations, as well 

as installation services. Making-It-Home raised close to $45,000 in money and 

products to help the veterans feel comfortable and secure in their new surroundings.  

 

Making-It-Home Director Massarsky, said, “So many of our clients are veterans. We’re 

honored to have spearheaded a community-wide effort to give each of these 14 



deserving veterans an apartment full of beautiful furniture where they can eat, sleep, 

and relax.”   

 

On Wednesday morning, October 10, in a tent outside the apartment building, there 

was a ribbon cutting attended by over 200 people, including several sponsors of the 

project with whom Making-It-Home had worked: Home Depot, whose personnel had 

installed the window blinds, CORT staff that carried in the furniture, and Samsung’s 

team that connected up a flat screen TV and DVD player, and delivered boxes of DVDs 

to all the veterans.   

 

A host of other sponsors cheered everyone on, including the Nam Knights on their 

motorcycles, NJ State Elks, Samsung, Valley National Bank, Lyndhurst Elks#1505, 

Rotary Military Family Assistance Center, American Legion Post 21, Unity Bank, 

Rotary Cresskill/Bergenfield, The Gallagher Agency of Farmers Insurance and 

American Legion CPL Jedh C. Barker Memorial Post.    

 

There were speeches made by several officials, including James Tedesco III, Bergen 

County Executive.  

 

Following the speeches, Al Restaino Jr. and Lynn Bartlett from the Housing 

Development Corporation of Bergen County presented a plaque of appreciation to  

Making-It-Home as well as plaques to the corporate sponsors and other non-profit 

organizations that made the veterans’ housing project a success.   

 

At the end of the ceremony, all the guests piled in to see a model apartment furnished 

by Making-It-Home, and everyone was impressed at how beautiful and cozy it looked. 

 



 

                           HOW MAKING-IT-HOME MAKES IT HAPPEN 

 

Making-It-Home works with businesses, individuals, government, and nonprofit 

agencies in Bergen County to bring home furnishings to the homes that they 

transform.  They coordinate individuals and companies who donate new and  

gently-used furniture; individual volunteers, moving companies and police officers 

who help transport the furniture from donors to clients; clean-out services, 

professional organizers, realtors, and others who serve as marketing channels to  

help spread the word about their work. The program has 250 square feet of space at 

Westy’s Self Storage in Hackensack to warehouse the furniture before transporting it 

to our clients. 

 

Tim Mincin, Westy’s District Director for the Hackensack facility, has said, “It is our 

pleasure to lend a helping hand to Making-It-Home. We put forth great effort and take 

pride when supporting local organizations that make such a positive impact on so 

many lives.”  

 

 

Making-It-Home’s primary collaborations are with Bergen County Housing, Health  

and Human Services Center, the County's Division of Veteran Services, and a number 

of local social services agencies.   

 

Their roster of Making-It-Home’s success stories is extensive.  Last year, Massarksy 

contacted the Lyndhurst police department to help move furniture into the new 

apartment of a veteran. Lyndhurst Police Chief James O’Conner recalled, “I sent my 

officers an email asking for volunteers and within ten minutes, I had 16 people ready 

to help!”  

 

 



 

The Lyndhurst story as well as the recent inauguration of the new veteran apartments 

in Emerson are but a few example of how Making-It-Home transforms not just rooms, 

but peoples’ lives.   

 

 You can find information about furniture donations on:   

www.bergenvolunteers.org/making-it-home.html.   

http://www.bergenvolunteers.org/making-it-home.html

